
 

Aug. 6, 2020 

Dear Amherst Families, 

I’m writing today, in advance of the Governor’s announcement, to inform you that if he allows in person 
instruction, Amherst Central Schools will put the Plan B: Hybrid Instructional Model into place. In order to 
handle the multitude of logistics to develop student cohorts for the hybrid model, we must keep the deadline of 
Aug. 7 at 4 p.m. for families wishing to opt-in to the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model. 

For questions about the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model and the Hybrid Instructional Model please refer 
to the descriptions on pages 28-31 of the Amherst Central School District COVID-19 Reopening Safety Plan. 
Please know that our committees have not stopped working on the plan and continue to refine it. Our goal is, 
and has always been, to safely return students and staff to school. 

Hybrid Instructional Model 

This model reduces density in our buildings by approximately 50%. Classrooms have been measured and 
furniture will be moved to allow for full social distancing of six feet. This plan requires mask use by students 
and all staff. There will be mask breaks built into the schedule.  

In the hybrid model, students will be assigned to either Cohort 1 or Cohort 2. Every effort will be made to keep 
households in the same cohort to support families with child care. Cohort 1 will attend school in person on 
Mondays and Thursdays while Cohort 2 engages in remote learning from home on those days. Cohort 2 will 
attend school in person on Tuesdays and Fridays while Cohort 1 engages in remote learning from home on 
those days. All students will work remotely at home on Wednesdays. The Monday-Thursday and 
Tuesday-Friday format was created because we felt it was important for students to regularly attend school 
throughout the week.  Please note, some high needs students will continue instruction in person Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Those families will be contacted directly.  

If the Governor allows in person school, our building principals will be working this weekend to finalize the 
cohort assignments and those should be available in the Aspen Parent Portal by the end of the day on 
Wednesday, Aug. 12. Principals will communicate to families when they are available. For kindergarten 
families not as familiar with the Aspen Family Portal, a letter will also be mailed to you.  

Remote Learning Model Deadline is Aug. 7 

Families still have the opportunity to register for the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model instead of the Hybrid 
Instructional Model. By opting in to this plan, you will commit to remain in this instructional model for the first 
semester; ie. January 29. 2021. The registration link will remain available until 4 p.m. tomorrow (Aug. 7, 2020). 
Once committed, there will be no flexibility in moving from the remote to the hybrid model until the end of the 
semester as it affects density in the buildings, class size, and continuity of learning for students. 

We will continue to communicate with you on a regular basis. Tomorrow you should look for an email from your 
building principal with information about building-based town hall meetings that will be scheduled for the end of 
next week. Also, on Wednesday, Aug. 12 a narrated powerpoint explaining the plan will be posted on the 
Reopening webpage. 

Specific class schedules/teacher assignments will be available, as is typical, in late August. Bus route 
schedules will also be available in late August. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXTBWeAdpmzlKN87d653Os9DqoEK9XZ44h6SW4fatuk/edit#heading=h.5r405yrpxgh1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXTBWeAdpmzlKN87d653Os9DqoEK9XZ44h6SW4fatuk/edit#heading=h.ym0nobsv7zt3
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/37
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdr-E907LIVlr72RWBUhxCia8y1SlIspkyPh7YExOZ11OJCBQ/viewform
https://www.amherstschools.org/domain/840


Questions can be sent to our Reopening Hotline, reopening@amherstschools.org. All emails will be read and 
reviewed but might not be responded to. Question topics will continue to be used as the basis of a Frequently 
Asked Question webpage that will go live tomorrow (Aug. 7, 2020) afternoon. 

Thank you, 

Anthony Panella, Superintendent 

 


